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     It is hard to believe that not only has another new year begun, we are almost at the completion of its second month!!! Guess February brings Groundhog Day, Mardi Gras, several Presidents’ birthdays and Valentine’s Day! Of course, Valentine’s Day brings sentiments of being in love and sharing that love with someone special.  However you have celebrated one or more of the above special “days” this year, we hope you enjoyed yourself and that it created a big smile across your face!!!
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The above greeting was sent to us from former faculty member, Ms. Margaret Myers, who also donated $100.00 to our Scholarship Fund.  We thank you so much, Ms. Myers.  We don’t consider your missive late, as news from faculty and alumni are always most welcome no matter when they arrive!
[image: image4.png]Bulldog Banter




Alumni “On the Go”:  

Winter weather hasn’t stopped our alums from traveling, although some of that travel has been to warm, sunny destinations.  On the go were:


Peggy Terry Berteau spent some quality time visiting New York City January 17, 2023;
Pamela Poveroni Conrad who headed in January to Florida with hubby, Joe, where they will enjoy plenty of sunshine for several months!  


Rhea Jones Ashmore recently returned from Antarctica earlier in January, that marked her 7th continent to explore!  She flew over the Drake Passage and then embarked on the Ocean Adventurer, witnessing whales, penguins, unique birds and the amazing environment of blue ice, water & skies.  What an adventure!

Floyd & Gayle Glowick Konet were in the British Virgin Islands for two weeks, a place they visit every year;


Amy Roman Kostka & husband, Bill, who journeyed to Pittsburgh, PA, for their grandson’s hockey tournament,
and, Ruth Mendala Thompson with husband, Ed, had an opportunity of spending a week in Florida this month and they were going!

In Our Thoughts:  

Joe Conrad, husband of Pam Poveroni Conrad who had a stent inserted into one of his kidney’s vascular system to remove a blockage that will hopefully improve his uncontrollable high blood pressure.  We hope his time in Florida helps him recover quickly!


Sylvia Zito Kucera & family upon hearing that her daughter-in-law, Donna, was diagnosed with breast cancer, and, to three alums that are having upcoming surgeries:  Dusty Bowling had heart/lung related surgery on February 9th, Diana Trego whose January hip replacement surgery now took place on February 16th, and Marlene Krzywkowski Sooy who will be coming from Pennsylvania to the Cleveland Clinic where she will also have heart surgery on March 7th.

We hope that all of the above conditions can and will be managed to a full recovery!

Kudos are extended to:  


“Bud” & Cindy Ruggerio Rifici who celebrated their 52nd wedding anniversary on January 2, 2023!  Congratulations with many more to come!

Condolences to:

Guy Papa and family upon the passing of his mother, Rose L. Papa, 96.  She was mother to four children, grandmother to five and great-grandmother of three.



David Horba and family upon the death December 30, 2022, of his mother, Teresa Horba, 98.  Mrs. Horba celebrated 59 years of marriage to her late husband, Henry, was mother to four, two being deceased, grandmother to 11, and great-grandmother to 22!  A celebration of life for Mrs. Horba will be held in the spring, 


Linda Wells Art and family upon losing her brother, Norman Edward Wells, Sr., 68.  Norman was a U.S. Navy veteran.  He is survived by his wife, Diana, and their two children, and was brother to six siblings.  And to,

Greg Basel and family upon the passing of his sister, Donna Basel Wright, 79, on February 6, 2023, while in hospice.  She had suffered with major complications caused by a much earlier stroke.  She was the oldest child of four, the remaining siblings being three boys.  Donna was a social butterfly who loved parties & gatherings, & was known for her festive attire as she had an outfit for each occasion.  She enjoyed an active lifestyle, especially winters in Florida, but was especially happy when the family was all together.  She was married to husband, Kenneth, for 57 years and is survived by him, their three children and four grandchildren, and three siblings, George, Greg, & Geoff.  She is also the first cousin of this editor, Gail Russler Meyer, and she will be missed by many.

Newsy Reflections & Tidbits:  The “Lady Bulldogs” held their first luncheon of the new year on January 21st at BJs Restaurant & Brewhouse in North Olmsted.  The February luncheon was held on February 18th, 12:30pm, at Simon’s on Chippewa Road in Brecksville.    

The photo below shows these ladies again having a wonderful time.  Here at the January 2023 luncheon were Gayle Glowick Konet, Sue Baranovic Slesnick, Audrey Sopko, Karen Soika Palker, Helen Steblinski Cejer, Amy Roman Kostka, Ruth Mendala Thompson & Jan Wroblewski Hola.
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Participants at the February 18th Valentine luncheon were Karen Parhamovich Felon, Audrey Sopko, Kathy Schneider Nowack, Nancy Levis Knowlton, Linda Wike Calkins, Helen Steblinski Cejer, Linda Maciaszek Fauble, Gayle Glowick Konet, Jan Wroblewski Hola and Karen Soika Palker.
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Check the Facebook page (Class of ’67 GHHS Lady Bulldogs) for details concerning it.   Join us if you can!
Harry’s Steakhouse will again be hosting the next “alumni dinner” on February 21, 2023, 6pm, at 5664 Brecksville Road, Independence.  If you would like to attend, RSVP to Audrey Sopko (asopko@sbcglobal.net).  Come join us!

More Tidbits:


When you go to your mailbox, is it usually stuffed with solicitation mail?  Mine has its share and in a year I do make quite a few donations to needy non-profit organizations, usually those concerning animal related ones.  One in particular that I recently received, was from the Vested Interest in K9s, Inc., an organization that donates safety vests to protect canines.  I mention this because the Garfield Heights Police Department’s canine unit was a beneficiary of its services.  I was surprised & relatively happy that my hometown and its police department was now able to provide a bit more safety in the line of duty for one of their own K9s.  Consequently, I made a donation!  Below see the photo of K9 Arlo who was a recipient of such a safety vest, and a bit of his bio.  
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In closing, below are a few quotes regarding Valentine’s Day that are certainly appropriate for this issue:

“Love is when you meet someone who tells you something new about yourself.”   Andre Breton

“A kiss is a lovely trick designed by nature to stop speech when words become superfluous.”  Ingrid Bergman

“Love recognizes no barriers.”   Maya Angelou

“Love is friendship that has caught fire.”  Ann Landers

“You can’t blame gravity for falling in love.”   Albert Einstein

"All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then doesn't hurt."  Charles M. Schulz, and,

"You don't love someone for their looks, or their clothes or for their fancy car, but because they sing a song only you can hear."  Oscar Wilde

♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥
And here are a few chuckles (which are always appreciated) that came from the Senior Resource Center in Shallotte, NC, where my 91-year old aunt gets services:

The lawyer of a wealthy art collector calls him in for a meeting.  “Paul, I have some good news & some bad news.”

Paul: “You know, I’ve had an awful day, so let’s hear the good news first.”

Lawyer: “Well, your wife informed me that she just invested $5,000 in two very nice pictures that she thinks will bring in somewhere between $15 & $20 million…and I think she’s right!”

Paul: “Oh my goodness!  Well done! My wife is a brilliant business woman, isn’t she?  You’ve made my day!  Now I can handle the bad news….”

Lawyer: “The pictures are of you & your secretary.”
♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ 

A man suffers a serious heart attack and has bypass surgery.  He awakes to find himself in the care of nuns at a Catholic hospital.  A nun is seated next to his bed holding a clipboard with several forms and a pen.

Nun: “Good morning.  How are you going to pay for your hospital treatment – do you have health insurance?”

Patient: “No health insurance.”

Nun: “Do you have money in the bank?”

Patient: “No money in the bank.”

Nun: Do you have a relative who could help you with the payments?”

Patient:  “I only have a spinster sister and she is a nun.”

Nun (annoyed): “Nuns are not spinsters!  Nuns are married to God.”

Patient:  “Then send the bill to my brother-in-law.”
Until the next issue, Go Bulldogs!!!

Your loyal editor,

Gail Russler Meyer
